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                   A celebration of WINTER and all its Wonder 

              Welcome to Happy Valley-Goose Bay 
 

Happy Valley-Goose Bay is not only the hub of Labrador, it is also the gateway to Labrador’s Winter Wonderland.  
From access to first class winter snowmobile trails, to world class cross country Nordic ski trails, to dog team races, hockey, curling, 
and the Labrador Winter Games, Happy Valley-Goose Bay has everything a winter enthusiast could imagine. 
 
Winter is our predominant season.  Winter is also our most active one. As a traditional Labrador community, Happy Valley -Goose 
Bay’s rich heritage lends itself to all its winter events. From modern sports like broomball to basketball, from traditional dog sledding, 
to snowmobile trails first used as ‘work’ roads, taking many to hunting and trapping grounds, , to traditional events within the Labra-
dor Winter Games, like the Labrathon, combining trapping skills and sport, to ice fishing, caribou hunting, bonfires, and snowshoe-
ing; the region’s culture and heritage has formed the foundation for much of our winter activities. 
 
Our winter spirit can be seen in the hundreds of volunteers that work tirelessly on many winter events.  These events are successful 
not only because of their work, but because of the people in the community who know the importance of taking part, and getting to 
know your neighbours. We were proud to be a host community for the Olympic Torch Relay on November 11th.  
 
Our community is not just a group of people living in close geographical range, we are a range of people who are tied to this geo-
graphical area through community spirit, readily clinging to what some would consider a harsh landscape, and making the most of 
every season – but particularly, our winter season. Those who live work and love this place embrace its cold winters, and thrive on 
community spirit, not in spite of the thermometer, but because of it. This fondness we have of our coldest season forms the support 
for healthy lifestyles, both with indoor and outdoor events. 

 
In Central Labrador, there is something for everyone… 

 
Welcome to our  

Winter Wonderland 
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For many southerners, a winter snowfall means many 
things: spending long hours indoors, slippery rides to 
work, shovelling, counting the days until summer 
again. 
 
But to people in Happy Valley-Goose Bay, a winter 
snowfall means pure enjoyment! 
 
We are pleased to share with you some of the activities 
and events that have residents anxiously awaiting the 
arrival of old man winter each year. We also share our 
pride in the generosity of our community in so many 
Good Will projects.   

 
Whether it’s ice or snow, it’s all about winter fun !�

 Winter Pleasures - Activities and Programs �
LEO ABBASS 
    MAYOR 
 
 
 
  
December 8, 2009 
  
 
Winterlights Committee 
Happy Valley-Goose Bay 
Labrador 
  
Committee Members, 
  
As Mayor of the Town of Happy Valley-Goose I wish to congratulate 
you on all your efforts in making our town a “Bright and Beautiful” area 
for the Holiday Season. 
  
To see all the decorations lit up and on display on the various   
businesses and homes throughout the town makes for a wonderful, 
festive atmosphere. Happy Valley-Goose Bay has always been a 
leader in lighting up for the Holidays and this year we had the honor of 
hosting and lighting up for the 2010 Torch Relay as well. 
  
Thank you for your efforts and good luck in this the 5th Annual  
Winterlights Celebration”. 
  
On behalf of Council and staff I wish you all a very Merry Christmas 
and a prosperous New Year. 
 
 
 
 
Mayor Leo Abbass 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 grab winter by the handlebars 

...or the harness…�

 Winter Pleasures - Activities and Programs �
In Labrador….. 

EVERY SNOWFALL IS A MASTERPIECE 

Snowmobile our Groomed Trails  
The local Grand River Snowmobile Club 
grooms 325 kilometres of trail that wind in 
and around Happy Valley-Goose Bay.  
The club is run by volunteers, and sup-
ported by some provincial funding, and its 
members who pay $100 a year in trail 
passes to help with grooming costs.  
These are some of the most used trails in 
Labrador.  

 
Dog Sledding  
It wasn’t too long ago that dog sledding was normal 
mode of transportation between the remote commu-
nities of Labrador.  Husky dogs were reliable and af-
fordable. One enterprising aboriginal youth has 
started a business breeding Labrador Huskies and 
providing trail rides for locals and tourists.  Husky 
supporters started the Big Land Challenge Dog Team 
Race. Efforts are now underway to have the  
Labrador Husky declared a heritage animal in the  
Province.  



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Winter Pleasures - Activities and Programs �
……hundreds of winter possibilities           �

Tobogganing  
There are two great loca-
tions in the town perfect 
for safe sliding and tobog-
ganing:  Johnny Hill in the 
Valley and Toboggan Hill 
on the Base.   
Fun for big kids too! 

Snowboarding  
Snowboard enthusiasts are 
eager for the first snowfall so 
they can practice their sport.  
From home built ramps, to 
handrails, to natural land-
scapes, boarders fly through 
the crisp winter air. 

  where the winter world unwinds…  

 
Cross Country Skiing  
Birch Brook Nordic Ski 
Club, a non profit recrea-
tional and environmental 
education facility was de-
veloped and has been op-
erated by volunteers for 
nearly 20 years.  Through-
out the ski season, thirty 
kms of challenging ski trails 
are groomed for skaters 
and classical skiers, and 
snow shoers.  Its trails wind through some of the most 
beautiful Labrador Wilderness.  The club boasts two over-
night cabins and a new modern chalet that opened in 
2009.  The club is expanding its youth membership, offering 
a Jack Rabbit program run by club volunteers, allowing 
youth to learn to ski, or better develop their skills.  Each 
year, the club hosts the annual Big Land Loppet, with four 
distance options.   

Hiking  
The many kilometers of groomed  
snowmobile trails around town are 
also a wonderful refuge for hikers,  
snow shoe enthusiasts and dog 
walkers.   The trails and access 
routes conveniently run throughout 
most local neighbourhoods.�

Ice Fishing  
It is a sport that only requires 
warm clothing and patience.  
For most families, ice fishing 
trips are a fun outdoor sport 
that involves a skidoo ride, a 
boil up (a hot lunch outdoors) 
and seeing who can catch the 
most fish!  For many, the boil-
up is the best part of a winter 
day… 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Winter Pleasures - Activities and Programs �
Move indoors and see  

what winter has in store.  

…sweeping away the winter blahs�

Skating  
Besides organized skating pro-
grams by the Snowflake Skating 
Club, there are school skates, 
noon casual skates, hockey 
skates, evening casual skates.  
The rink is also available  for 
rent by private groups. � Hockey   

Hockey is enjoyed by the wee ones, youth, 
adults and even old timers!  The arena is the 
site of many tournaments, recreation leagues, 
and training programs. Curling  

The Goose Bay Curling Club offers curling for the ad-
vanced as well as the beginner curler.  Each year, the 
club hosts a number of bonspiels including the annual 
Mukluk Annie ladies weekend, and a week of tryouts 
for beginners, where you can come by and see if you 
like the sport before you join.  For the past number of 
years, the club has had a junior curlers league for 
young children sponsored by the local Tim Horton’s.�

E.J. Broomfield Memorial Arena (Municipal) 
The E.J. Broomfield Memorial Arena serves as a com-
munity focal point during the winter months, with activi-
ties for every member of the family.  Some of the most 
popular activities are with the local Snowflake Skating 
Club – hosting figure skating lessons, ice shows, and 
the National Can Skate program on the ice.  The Lake 
Melville Extreme Minor Hockey Association has signed 
up hundreds of children for its hockey program, and 
hosts a number of tournaments throughout the year.  
The facility is also used to promote healthy lifestyles, 
with its weekly noon hour skates, and its public skates 
throughout the week. There is also a Teacher’s hockey 
league, Ladies Broomball teams, and the arena is home 
for the Labrador Huskies Old Timers Hockey group.�

 
Provincial Training Center  
Another facility that is well used throughout 
the winter months is the Labrador Training 
Center.  There are a number of leagues that 
operate out of this facility, including a local 
Badminton league, an indoor soccer league 
and local men’s floor hockey league. The 
facility also plays host to a number of other 
sports, including a Taekwondo club, a Judo 
club, and also houses a well used fitness 
room. The cornerstone of this facility is its 
pool.  Recently renovated, the pool is never 
empty.  Hundreds of children and adults 
take part in the National Swim programs 
taught here, as well as participating in rec-
reational and family swims, Aqua fit lessons, 
and the Melville Mantas swim team.  

Broomball  

Happy Valley-Goose bay is 
well known for its Broomball.  
Men, women and junior teams 
have been establishing them-
selves for years, and are well 
known across the province 
during competitions.  The sport 
of Broomball has a rich history 
in Newfoundland & Labrador, 
over 50 years.  The Town of 
Happy Valley-Goose Bay has 
been chosen as this year’s 
community to host the National 
Broomball Championships 
both men and women.  This 
privilege happened once be-
fore in 1993 in which the Town 
of Happy Valley-Goose Bay 
hosted the National Men’s 
Championship.  It is an excit-
ing time and one worth pro-
moting with over 13 National 
teams coming to HVGB in 
March 2010. 
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College of the North Atlantic  
The College offers many services and programs for our community members.  The gym is used at 
lunch hours and in the evening for recreation by the students and for aerobic and circuit training 
by local enthusiasts.  There is an indoor walking program available for the community.  The Col-
lege also offers evening continuing education programs that have a recreational component like 
ballroom dancing, painting, ethnic cooking, and guitar lessons.  In fact, the College encourages 
residents, who have a special talent, to share that talent and interest with the general public in 
evening courses!  Prices for the courses are very affordable and based on cost recovery.  

 
Special Olympics  
Every Thursday evening a 
group of dedicated volun-
teers heads over to the Col-
lege of the North Atlantic 
gym to coach the local Spe-
cial Olympics team.  There 
are about 20 participants in 
the program who really en-
joy the socialization and the 
physical activity.  Some of 
the team members also 
train at the swimming pool 
and at the bowling alley.  
The volunteer coaches fund 
raise about $17,000 each 
year in order to pay for the 
fees and travel costs of par-
ticipants to attend provincial 
and national events. We 
are proud that the Provin-
cial Special Olympic 
Games will be held in 
Happy Valley-Goose Bay in 
March 2009. 

Darts  
People who play darts in Labrador will tell you it’s not just a recreational pass 
time, it’s a true sport. Throughout the winter, many organizations host dart 
leagues.  From the Kinsmen Club to the local Legion, whether it’s a mixed 
league, or a men’s and women’s league, all dart enthusiasts will tell you it’s not 
only a fun sport, but one they are very serious about. In Happy Valley-Goose 
Bay, community playoffs take place between the Leagues, with winners going 
on to compete in the Northern Divisional play downs.  Winners from that event 
go on to the provincials. Each year there are a number of special tournaments in 
the community in memory of former enthusiastic dart players, like Gordon 
Greene, Harold Hutchings, Betty Warr and Marg Torraville.�

 
Quilters Corner   
In the fall and winter months, groups of local women gather at the Base 
Chapel to share their love of quilting.  There is no fee to belong to this group of 
fabri-holics.  On Tuesday nights, advanced quilters carry their portable sewing 
machines to the Chapel annex, and on Wednesday night, beginner quilters 
are supervised by some of the Tuesday night members.  They share their ex-
pertise and their experiences and lots of laughs, while creating beautiful fabric 
memories. In honour of the Support Our Troops campaign, the quilters have 
created quilts for each of the soldiers from 5 Wing Goose Bay, being deployed 
overseas.  The quilts were designed using the traditional green, blue and 
white from the Labrador flag, but in many different patterns.  
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    WINTER PLEASURES  - FESTIVALS and EVENTS 
Tourism and Promotion  

welcome to our  winter… �

Labrador Winter Games  March 7-14, 2010  
Held every three years, as a sporting and cultural event, the Labrador Winter Games are truly unique to the province. This unique-
ness is not only restricted to the diversity of the sports involved, but extends to the cultural mix and age range of the participants. 
Participants of all ages  participate: a thirteen-year old snowshoer may compete against a sixty-year old snowshoer. The Games not 
only provide the opportunity for the distinct cultures of the region to come together and participate, but also provide the opportunity 
to be truly competitive with other communities, and there are approximately 350 athletes involved in the event. Events include both 
indoor and outdoor sports: Table Tennis, Badminton, Volleyball, Darts, and Northern Games which include traditional Inuit sport 
such as the seal crawl, etc. Outdoor events include Target Shooting, Snowmobile Race, Ball Hockey, Snowshoe Race, Snowshoe 
Biathlon, which includes snowshoeing and target shooting.  There’s also Cross Country Skiing and the  
Labrathon which combines packing and hauling a toboggan, building a fire and boiling a kettle, target shoot-
ing, sawing a log, and cutting a fish hole with a chisel.  Then there is the Northern Dog Team Race and the 
Northern Triathlon. The Winter Games is huge task to organize.  In fact, over 500 volunteers are required to 
ensure the success of these games. The next Labrador Winter Games are scheduled to be held in March 
2010.    

www.labradorwintergames.ca �

SnoBreak March 20-27, 2010  
SnoBreak is a celebration of all things winter.  It’s a week of snowmobile adventures and 
outings for the whole family, with Family Toboggan Parties, skiing, turkey curling (yes they 
use a frozen turkey), snowmobile tours, a fishing derby, and much more. The organizing 
committee is made of volunteers from the community and many more volunteers help to 
host various community events. Hundreds of local people participate.  In the true sense of 
partnership, SnoBreak organizers work with the Community Youth Network to hold a  
Family Tobaggan Party, with free hot chocolate for everyone.     www.snobreak.ca �



Festive Season Celebrations �

Winter without snow is like a Christmas without pre sents! 

Guy Fawkes Night (Municipal)  
 
In late fall, people start gathering 
scarp wood to burn for Guy 
Fawkes Night.  Stemming from 
the province’s Irish and British 
roots, the tradition goes back to 
when Guy Fawkes was caught 
trying to burn down the British 
Parliament.  Bonfires are lit 
throughout the community, with 
the town’s central bonfire being 
the highlight.  The bonfire is fol-
lowed by free skating at the 
arena.�

Santa Claus Parade (Municipal)  
In Happy Valley-Goose Bay our Christmas Cele-
brations wouldn’t be complete without a Santa 
Claus Parade.  Each year the town hosts the illu-
minated parade, with floats from a number of busi-
nesses and service groups.  Hundreds of cars line 
the main street in the town to watch the parade 
and fireworks.  Following the parade, hot choco-
late is provided during the announcement of win-
ners at the College of the North Atlantic – where 
Santa has been known to drop by  

 
CBC Dramatic Reading of Charles 
Dickens “A Christmas Carol”  
Each year CBC locations across the 
country have organized and hosted this 
event.  The dramatic reading brings to-
gether local and national personalities in 
reading the Dickens classic. The night is 
punctuated with the beautiful choral ar-
rangements of the Mealy Mountain Colle-
giate Choir and Community Choir.  The 
event raises money for local charities. 
Proceeds of ticket sales go to the local 
Roland Shears Christmas Hamper pro-
ject. This year, the event is being held at 
the new Lawrence O’Brien Arts Centre.  

 
Labrador Creative Arts Festival  
 For the past 33 years, local and visiting artists tour 
schools in all of Labrador, showcasing their talents and 
teaching children in the classrooms.  From visual artists, to 
story tellers and everything in between, the Creative Arts 
Festival is the highlight of the school year for many students. 
The event’s main attraction is a week long presentation of 
plays, written, directed and produced by the students, and 
presented each evening throughout the festival to an audi-
ence in Happy Valley-Goose Bay.  This year, the event will 
be held at the new Lawrence O’Brien Arts Centre. �



Festive Season Celebrations �
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School Christmas Concerts  

Each year, the elementary, middle 
and high schools students put on Christmas 
Concerts for their families, and each year, 
the venues are filled to capacity.  The pri-
mary school holds their Christmas Concert 
in two shifts, at the local Pentecostal Church 
with the largest seating capacity in town! 

 
Church Celebrations   
In the local churches, the story of the birth of Je-
sus is recounted through children’s pageants.  
Local children can be seen dawning robes, and 
holding staffs, becoming the main players in the 
story of Christmas throughout the last weeks of 
December.  Several of the churches also hold 
“Blue Christmas Events” to assist those parish-
ioners who have difficulty in the season, after the 
loss of loved ones.  

 
 
Youth Activities 
Leaders of the various youth groups 
in the region have joined forces to 
host numerous youth activities this 
season.   Programs and activities 
include swimming, curling,  photog-
raphy course, leather glove making 
course, slipper course, making gin-
gerbread houses, touring the mili-
tary museum, and a combined ef-
fort to design and build a youth float 
for the Santa Claus Parade. The 
groups include: Community Youth 
Network, Labrador Inuit Health 
Commission—Nunatsiavut Youth 
Group, United Cultures Youth 
Group, and Labrador Metis Nation 
Youth Group.  

 
Seniors 
Several organization provide programming for seniors in-
cluding craft classes, bingos, and parties.  These events are 
free, with transportation provided, allowing seniors to learn 
new crafts, pass along their knowledge, or just have fun in a 
positive social atmosphere�

Christmas Tree Lighting  
 
On December 3rd 2009, The Town of Happy 
Valley-Goose Bay, along with 5 Wing Goose 
Bay, celebrated its 20th Annual Christmas 
Tree Lighting.  The Tree Lighting Ceremony is 
in conjunction with National Tree Lighting 
celebrations across Canada.  The Christmas 
tree is located in front of the Town Hall, 
draped with 1000’s of lights and yellow rib-
bons to show our support for our troops.  It is 
a fun family night with the local community 
choir singing Christmas songs, presentations 
from local government officials, our Member 
of Parliament, our Member of The House of 
Assembly, and 5 Wing Goose Bay.  After the 
Tree Lighting the community is invited to 
FREE hot chocolate and ice skating.  It is a 
wonderful evening to kick of the holiday sea-
son! 



it is better to give than to receive… �

Goodwill in Happy Valley Goose Bay�

 
Food Bank Drives  
Food bank drives happen throughout the 
year, but many organizations choose the 
Christmas season to help out.  The local 
Community Youth Network does a local 
food drive in December, with youth going 
door to door asking for donations.  The 
Winterlights organizing committee encour-
ages donations to the Food bank at the 
Family Celebration Festivities.  Food bank 
donation boxes can be found all around 
town during the holidays, including boxes 
at Tim Horton’s, Melville Native Housing 
Association offices, and all local churches 
within the town, allowing even more food 
to be collected for the local food bank at 
this critical time of year.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
UNDE 90125 Serco and Management  

Each year, for the past 9 years, the 
local union and management of Serco 
fundraise for the local food bank.   They 
raise in excess of  $2000 cash and gather 
many cases of food as well.  The admis-
sion price for attending the activities of the 
Serco Social Committee includes a dona-
tion of non-perishable foods, and this ac-
tivity alone raises over 600 food items for 
this worthy  

Roland Shears Christmas Hamper Project  
It began with a simple idea….to help the less fortunate in the community.  Roland Shears, 
a former math teacher, and a consummate giver, saw a huge need in the community dur-
ing the holiday season.  During the first year, with the help of the local Anglican Church, 
21 hampers were delivered to families in need.  It didn’t take long for the community to get 
involved.  Roland convinced local churches, schools and service organizations to donate 
money, food and gifts.  After Roland Shears died in 1997, the event was taken over by the 
local Ministerial Association, the organization that represents all local denominations in the 
town. About 300 hampers, complete with a Christmas dinner feast and wrapped gifts for 
children are delivered by volunteers each year. 

 
Rotary Santa Flight to the Coast  
 Each year the local men and women of 
the Rotary Club think beyond the borders 
of the town, and raise funds to purchase 
and distribute treats to the coastal com-
munities of Labrador.  Air Labrador pro-
vides the plane, and Santa fills his sack 
and chooses two communities to drop in 
on before his big night.  Santa and his 
volunteer elves depart the Saturday be-
fore Christmas, with goodies, volunteers 
to spread holiday cheer to children, who 
greet him at the local air strips. 
 

 
Canadian Cancer Society  
Christmas Soiree  
The Canadian Cancer Society is a national 
community based organization whose mission 
is the eradication of cancer and the improved 
quality of life of people living with cancer. The 
Annual Christmas Soiree kicks off the local 
Christmas Season here.  with a live and silent 
auction featuring Labrador art and beautiful 
Christmas crafts at  the evening dinner event.  
The organizers raise over $30,000 for cancer 
research at this single event.  



Goodwill in Happy Valley Goose Bay�
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Happy Valley-Goose Bay is one of the most generous 
communities in the province.  Donations from resi-
dents and the corporate community are amazing, 
when you consider our small population. 

Craft Fairs  
There are many local organizations that hold annual 
Christmas Craft Fairs.  These fairs are not only the high-
light of the local shopping season, but bring in a large 
amount of much needed funds for local groups that then 
give back to the community. The local Library holds their 
craft sale to buy books, and extend Library hours. The 
local SPCA hosts theirs to help with their operational 
costs, while the Labrador Health Center’s Ladies Auxil-
iary uses their funds from sales to help purchase medi-
cal equipment for the hospital. The Mennonite Central 
Committee hosts a Ten Thousand Village’s festival sale 
each year, purchasing crafts and other goods made in 
third world countries, but paid for under the ‘fair wage’ 
initiative. Most of the Churches also hold Christmas craft 
fairs and offer soup and sandwich luncheons as fund-
raisers for their mission work. �

 
Labrador Friendship Centers  
Children’s Christmas Party  

Each year the Labrador Friendship 
Center serves aboriginal families not 
only from Happy Valley-Goose Bay, 
but throughout Labrador.  They 
house the local food bank, offer hos-
tel services for people traveling, and 
provide a number of outreach pro-
grams for aboriginal people in the 
region. Each Christmas, they host an 
annual Children’s Christmas Party, 
providing food and gifts for less fortu-
nate aboriginal children in Happy 
Valley-Goose Bay. There are usually 
warm coats, mittens and hats 
amongst the many gifts the children 
receive. The Labrador Friendship 
Centre also hosts a similar party for 
aboriginal seniors. 
. 

Rotary Auction  
The Rotary Club of Happy Valley Goose Bay 
organizes a charity auction each year and 
raises over $20, 000.  Merchandise is donated 
by local businesses for the auction, and the live 
event is telecast via the local cable company.  
The money is then donated back into the com-
munity throughout the year. 

Beta Sigma Phi  
Beta Sigma Phi is a sorority open to all women, with international chapters around the world, including Happy Valley-Goose Bay.  
The local chapter began here in 1968 – with the motto, “Life, Learning and Friendship”.  Each year the group selects organizations 
to which they can best lend their talents, and volunteer for these organizations.  Currently, the group is involved in taking used 
magazines to the local hospital, assisting with the school lunch program at Perrault Place, volunteering with the Labrador Music 
Festival and lending a hand with the Labrador Health Center Auxiliary events.�



Melville Stars Minor Basketball  is celebrating four years of skills, 
drills and games in January 2010! Participation of players in grades 
four to nine has steadily increased through the years to almost 100 
registrants in the 2009-10 Season. With ten volunteer coaches, the 
three age groups meet twice weekly. As a member of the Newfound-
land and Labrador Basketball Association (NLBA) we have access to 
coaches/officials training, insurance, support in player clinics and 
events and National membership with Canada Basketball (CB). 
Through CB we offer the Steve Nash Basketball Program which is de-
signed to teach basketball fundamentals and further expose children 
to physical activity in a fun and positive environment. Registration is 
continuous. Any child is accepted and welcome to play.  
 
Labrador Basketball League  is a member of the NLBA and started 
in October 2009 with four men's teams playing competitively on Friday 
evenings and two women 's teams meeting Wednesday evenings for 
game play and exercise. Officials are volunteers from the teams not 
playing at the time. The season is twenty games with play-offs to be 
played in Spring 2010.  
 

 Winter Pleasures - Activities and Programs �

PERFORMING ARTS 
The new Lawrence O’Brien Arts Centre, that is located in Happy Valley-
Goose Bay, was built after a long lobbying effort by the arts community 
of Labrador, symbolized by the giant papier mache Wish Fish that now 
hangs in the lobby.  The arts scene in Labrador has been characterized 
by years of vibrant activity, including the annual Labrador Creative Arts 
Festival, the Melville Music Festival, the Arts and Culture Centre’s sec-
ond circuit, the Mokami Players, Let’s Dance dance troupe, and many 
local bands and school drama groups.  The previous performance space 
was closed in June 2003, and many makeshift arrangements were used 
until Sept. 2009 when the centre opened to two nights of variety shows 
featuring local performers.  In the short months since the theatre has 
opened, attendance has greatly exceeded all expectations.  Following 
the opening concerts, the community enjoyed Tara Orum, the Back to 
Basics show, the Women’s Film Festival, Wonderful Grand Band, a local 
piano recital, and plays by local troupes Ike Riche players and Mokami 
Players. 
 
Upcoming events include province-wide shows such as Rising Tide 
Theatre’s Revue and Buddy Whatshisname, as well as local events 
which include the reading of A Christmas Carol, the community choirs 
Musical Suites, and a collaboration of soccer players and young musi-
cians called Jocks Rock! 
 
In February we will have the first Labrador Creative Arts Festival in the 
new theatre, appropriately entitled Rites of Passage. The arts commu-
nity is enjoying the support from government which has allowed the hir-
ing of a manager and technician, and the support of the community 
which is keeping the new and comfortable seats filled! 
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Several youth groups join together to participate in the 
Santa Claus Parade.  Even in the extreme Labrador cold, 
dozens of youth help decorate the float, wear costumes, 
and ride or march the parade route.  In 2007, the com-
bined groups won an award for Best Decorated Float, and 
in 2009 for Best Adherence to the Theme. 
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The Welding and Electrical classes at the college design and  
construct new light displays for street poles along the Santa Claus 
parade route.  What a great learning experience and wonderful  
contribution to the community Winterlights celebrations! 

Carpentry students designed, built and donated a 
new throne and sleigh for Santa Claus. 
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Olympic Torch Relay in Happy Valley Goose Bay  
 
Residents packed the parking lot of the Happy Valley-Goose 
Bay airport in anticipation of getting a glimpse of the Olympic 
flame. The Olympic crew landed in Happy Valley-Goose Bay 
shortly after 4:30pm on November 11th. Celebrations began 
after the lighting of the first Olympic torch. Spectators were in 
awe as it made its way from the airport to the Canuck Club. 
The torch was then transported to Sheshatshiu, where it made 
its way through the community and onto North West River. 
 
Not a parking spot existed on Hamilton River Road, as the 
torch made its way to Northmart. The crowds cheered and 
waved as the torch made its way down Hamilton River Road 
to Kinsmen Park. As Sgt. Max Peddle made his way through 
the crowd, there were cheers and tears as the flame passed 
by. In a very emotional and moving moment, Sgt. Peddle 
passed the Olympic flame to Happy Valley-Goose Bay’s com-
munity cauldron. 
 
On hand for the celebration was Gary Lund, minister of State 
for Sport, Todd Russell, Labrador MP, Mayor Leo Abbass, 
and John Hickey, minister of Labrador Affairs. 


